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exercise police super-vision, and consequently it rests with
Russia to prevent war. Germany is at one with France in
her ardent desire to preserve peace, and she sincerely hopes
that France will exercise a moderating influence at St. Pe-
tersburg." Bienvenu-Martin pointed out that Germany on
her part might well act on similar lines 'at Vienna, espe-
cially in view of the conciliatory spirit displayed by Serbia.
Schoen replied that this was not possible, owing to the
decision not to intervene in the Austro-Serbian dispute.
Bienvenu-Martin "then asked whether the four Powers—
Great Britain, Germany, Italy and France—could not make
representations at St Petersburg and Vienna, for that the
matter amounted, in effect, to a dispute between Austria
and Russia. The Ambassador alleged that he had -no
instructions. Finally, the Minister refused to agree to the
German proposal, since the Prime Minister is absent.
Berthelot unfortunately was not present at this interview."
Berthelot, the Director of the Political Department of the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, believed that Schoen "aims
at intimidating France and at securing her intervention at
St. Petersburg. All things taken together, and considering
the whole attitude of Germany and Austria-Hungary, he
[Berthelot] inclines to the view that these Powers are
seeking a brilliant diplomatic victory, but not war at any
price, although in the last instance they would not shrink
from it. He regards an emphatic and energetic action by
England at Berlin as useful"72
France in fact had no ttiore desire to exert pressure for
peace on her Russian ally, than did Germany on her Aus-
trian ally. Such pressure might have tended to sow distrust
between two allies just at the moment when they most
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